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Name: ______________________________

Spelling Rules: Adding a Suffix

A suffix is a a letter or group of letters that is added to a word to change the 
meaning or make a word into another type of word, such as a noun into an 
adjective. Some common suffixes are -er, -est, -ful, -less, -ness, and -ship.

Examples:	 hard	 harder	 soft	 softest	 hope	 hopeful
	 shoe	 shoeless	 nice	 niceness	 friend	 friendship

Part 1.  
Add -er or -est to each of the following words.

1. short	 _____________________________

2. light		 _____________________________

3. sweet	 _____________________________

4. loud		 _____________________________

Part 2.  
Add -ful to each of the following words.

5. wonder	 ___________________________

6. thought	 ___________________________

7. use		   __________________________

8. help		 ___________________________

Part 3. 
Add -less to each of the following words.

9. heart	 _____________________________

10. taste	 _____________________________

11. home	 _____________________________

12. fear	 _____________________________

Part 4. 
Add -ness to each of the following words.

13. kind	 ___________________________

14.  good	 ___________________________

15. dark	 ___________________________

16. great	 ___________________________

Part 5. 
Add -ship to each of the following words.

17.  citizen	 _____________________________

18. owner	 _____________________________

19. scholar	 _____________________________

20. member	 _____________________________

http://www.k12reader.com


Copyright © 2016  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.

Name: ______________________________

Spelling Rules: Adding a Suffix

A suffix is a a letter or group of letters that is added to a word to change the 
meaning or make a word into another type of word, such as a noun into an 
adjective. Some common suffixes are -er, -est, -ful, -less, -ness, and -ship.

Examples:	 hard	 harder	 soft	 softest	 hope	 hopeful
	 shoe	 shoeless	 nice	 niceness	 friend	 friendship

Part 1.  
Add -er or -est to each of the following words.

1. short	 _____________________________

2. light		 _____________________________

3. sweet	 _____________________________

4. loud		 _____________________________

Part 2.  
Add -ful to each of the following words.

5. wonder	 ___________________________

6. thought	 ___________________________

7. use		   __________________________

8. help		 ___________________________

Part 3. 
Add -less to each of the following words.

9. heart	 _____________________________

10. taste	 _____________________________

11. home	 _____________________________

12. fear	 _____________________________

Part 4. 
Add -ness to each of the following words.

13. kind	 ___________________________

14.  good	 ___________________________

15. dark	 ___________________________

16. great	 ___________________________

Part 5. 
Add -ship to each of the following words.

17.  citizen	 _____________________________

18. owner	 _____________________________

19. scholar	 _____________________________

20. member	 _____________________________

shorter or shortest

lighter or lightest

sweeter or sweetest 

louder or loudest

 wonderful

thoughtful

useful

helpful

Key

heartless

tasteless

homeless

fearless

kindness

goodness

darkness

greatness

 citizenship

ownership

scholarship

membership
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