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There were about 102 Pilgrims traveling on the Mayflower in 1620. The 
gun deck was a space of 50 feet by 25 feet, with only a five foot ceiling. 
This was a very small space for over 100 people to live for two months. 

The voyage of the Mayflower was long and very difficult. There were 
many delays and emergency stops. While the voyage began in mid-July, 
the Mayflower did not actually leave England for the New World until 
September. The ship’s design made the trip to the New World also take 
longer. Instead of about a month to cross the Atlantic Ocean, the voyage 
took about two months. The Pilgrims did not reach what is present-day 
Massachusetts until the middle of November. That was a dangerous time 
to arrive in New England because winter had already begun. It would be 
a very hard winter for the Pilgrims and the crew of the Mayflower.
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Painting of the Mayflower by William Halsall, 1882

Questions:
Answer each of the questions below.

1. How long did it take the Mayflower to cross the Atlantic Ocean?

_ ________________________________________________________

2. What was in the cargo hold?

_ ________________________________________________________

3. About how many people stayed on the gun deck?

_ ________________________________________________________

4. When did the Pilgrims reach the New World?

_ ________________________________________________________

Robert Walter Weir’s 1857 painting  of the 
Pilgrims onboard the Mayflower

Part of the Mayflower Compact, a 
contract in which the Pilgrims promised 
to cooperate with each other.

The Mayflower was the ship that brought the Pilgrims 
from England to the New World in 1620. Historians 
believe the merchant ship was built around 1609, which 

means it was an older ship, almost ready to be retired.

The ship was a sailing ship, which was typical for that time 
period. It was about 100 feet long and only 25 feet wide at its 
widest point. There were three decks: the main deck, where 
the captain’s quarters were; the gun deck, where the passengers 
stayed; and the cargo hold, which held all the supplies the 
Pilgrims would need to start a new colony. 
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